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THE FOURTH GRADE: GOODBYE, HELLO! 

The Real 

Deal! 

HILLSIDE 
Happy memories. 

In Hillside you 

Learn 

Life 

Skills. 

Intelligent teachers 

Doing an 

Excellent job helping     
 us grow!   
 

T 
he Fourth grade is moving on but 
we’ll always remember beloved 
teachers, friends known since kin-

dergarten, Mr. Johnson’s handstands at 
Halloween, Mrs. Sullivan singing “Take Me 
Out to the Ball Game” over the loudspeak-
er, and the view of Sugar Pond from the 
back playground.  

 We’ll remember the Celebrations--
The Hundredth Day, Thanksgiving feasts, 
country festivals, and the Faberge Eggs in 
third grade. This year, when the third and 
fourth grades held a mock election, the 
United Classes of Hillside--Make a Wish 
candidate won.  Hastings Mayor Peter 
Swiderski visited on the day the winner 
was announced and made a speech.  

 We learned about Native Americans 
and built longhouses; each class built a 
colonial town and we all created colonial 

heads of the patriots: John Adams, John Han-
cock, Paul Revere, Abigail Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin and Patrick Henry.  The author Laurie 
Wallmark visited the fourth grade and talked 
about her book, Ada Byron Lovelace and the 
Thinking Machine.  We went to the West-
chester Knicks basketball game--we lost 
(boo).   We went to the Museum of Natural 
History and saw the dinosaurs.  We studied 
conservation and the work of John Muir and 
Jane Goodall.      
 We’re looking forward to middle school: 
new teachers, lockers, lunchrooms, vending 
machines, homerooms, and new foreign lan-
guages.  The new playground, co-ed dancing 
in Latin Dancing in gym, and learning CPR. 
We’ll have technology as a special and there 
is a great Maker Space.  Once again, we’ll be 
the youngest in the school but it will be fun to 
see our friends from the grades ahead of us.  

GOODBYE, HILLSIDE, HELLO FARRAGUT! 

FARRAGUT 
First, lockers and lunchroom 

And foreign languages. 

Renovated playground? 

Ready to learn 

And 

Getting 
Used to new 

Teachers, friends and  
                 experiences. 
 

Welcome, Mr. Luft (p.3) 
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$$ Bucks From Books $$: Part 2 

Joanna Resiman and Jacqueline 
Weitzman, selling 14,000 books! 

T 
he Used Book Fair was a huge success. 

The PTSA made $10,200 at the UBF and 

$477 at the mini-UBF in the middle 

school. The PTSA is very happy about 

ge ng books into the hands of so many kids. The 

books were priced lower than last year, so more 

books were sold and there were fewer books le# 

over. The money will be used for the school, visits 

from authors each year, and the Current Events 

Program. The PTSA thanks the community for all 

of the book dona&ons and for suppor&ng the 

book fair.  Addi&onally, a shout out goes to the 

P.E. Department, who loaned the PTSA the small 

gym for an en&re month to sort and organize 

more than 14,000 books. 

MONSTERS, INC. INVADES THE ART ROOM 
 As part of the school-wide art 
show recently, the first grade and 
high-schoolers collaborated on a 
great project.  The first graders 
drew monsters out of pastels—
some scary, some hilarious, some 
wacky, all imaginative. 

 Mr. Morgan then sent the pic-
tures down the hill where high 
schoolers turned the monsters into 
3-D clay sculptures, created stick-
ers, back stories, and accessories, 
packed them up and returned them 
to the delighted first graders. 



FAREWELL!  3 

HILLSIDE WELCOMES JEREMY LUFT,  

K-12 CURRICULUM DIRECTOR 
  “I am one of four boys—Jayson, 
James, Josh, and Jeremy,” Mr. 
Luft told us.  “I wasn’t a geek in 
school, I preferred sports—I was 
recruited to play baseball, but  a 
shoulder injury changed my job 
options.”   

 Although not a scholar in 
high school, Mr. Luft enjoyed 
hands-on activities that taught 
skills: science and shop.  “I still 
think there’s a place for this kind 
of education today, like Maker 
Space is now.  You decide in your 
mind what you want to build, build 
it, test it and try again until you 
get it right.” 

 As a curriculum director, Mr. 
Luft works directly with the admin-
istration and teachers to decide the 
best way to best educate students 
in all three schools.  “We want to 
make sure that as you move 
through the grades, your learning 
is aligned.” 

 We asked about his education 
and career before joining us.  “I 
was a physics and engineering ma-
jor and worked on an IBM funded 
project in school, substitute teach-
ing when I came home. I taught 
high school physics and then  got 
an administrative degree.  

  “I worked in Ossining before 
coming here, head of technology 

Mr. Luft’s Favorites 
Food: Cheeseburger Deluxe  

Color:  Kelly Green 

Movie: Inside Out 

Song: Piano Man, Billy Joel 

Sport to play: Golf 

Team: New York Giants 

Pet: Beagle 

Book: The Lemonade War 

Hobby: Playing with my boys 

Ideal Travel Spot:  Ireland 

In the district. In my job there, I focused 
on how technology could mesh with 
classroom instruction.” 

 Mr. Luft would like to help kids 
learn technology to open up new ways of 
presentation and connection, allowing 
them to share with a larger audience at a 
younger age.  “I’d like to see how the stu-
dents could use the Maker Space to do 
more long-term projects, and to help de-
sign a science curriculum that aligns to 
the new state standards.” 

 We asked what his favorite part of 
the job here was and he said, “Visiting 
classrooms to see all the amazing things 
students are doing and learning.  “I am 
very impressed with the students here, 
how they present themselves and how 
well they act.” 
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Olivia S., Hannah H., Emma G., Clara B., Kalana M., Lois H., Dom M., 
Brian J., Maya M., Isabel M., and Georgia K.  Published in the Library by Ms. Ratt 

THE LAST WORD:  FAREWELL, AND THANKS FOR ALL OF YOUR HELP! 

 This year sees the retirement of three beloved Hillside teachers: 
Mrs. Kamerdin, Mr. Hartshorne, and Mrs. Weinstock.  Hillside  

students past and present wish you the best in the years to come! 

ON WITH THEIR HEADS: THE FOURTH GRADE CREATES PAPIER-MÂCHÉ BUSTS OF COLONIAL  HEROES 

Benjamin Franklin, Abigail & John Adams, Patrick Henry, Paul Revere, and John Hancock 


