
Reading Minds: Shared Summer Reading Experience 
       2019 

 

Please select your summer reading book from the list below; you will be asked to sign 
up for your top two choices, but unless otherwise notified by your teacher, you should 
plan to read your first choice.   

Students enrolled in English 11H, SUPA, or AP will also have 
additional reading.  

 

Sign up will be in your English class during the first and second weeks of May.  
 

Questions? See your English teacher or Ms. Rudolph  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fiction 

Beneath a Scarlet Sky -- Mark Sullivan  
Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the war or the Nazis. He’s a normal Italian teenager—obsessed with music, food, 
and girls—but his days of innocence are numbered. When his family home in Milan is destroyed by Allied bombs, 
Pino joins an underground railroad helping Jews escape over the Alps, and falls for Anna, a beautiful widow six 
years his senior. 

In an attempt to protect him, Pino’s parents force him to enlist as a German soldier—a move they think will keep 
him out of combat. But after Pino is injured, he is recruited at the tender age of eighteen to become the personal 
driver for Adolf Hitler’s left hand in Italy, General Hans Leyers, one of the Third Reich’s most mysterious and 
powerful commanders. 

Now, with the opportunity to spy for the Allies inside the German High Command, Pino endures the horrors of the 
war and the Nazi occupation by fighting in secret, his courage bolstered by his love for Anna and for the life he 
dreams they will one day share. 

A Northern Light -- Jennifer Donnelly  
Sixteen-year-old Mattie Gokey has big dreams but little hope of seeing them come true. Desperate for money, she 
takes a job at the Glenmore, where hotel guest Grace Brown entrusts her with the task of burning a secret bundle of 
letters. But when Grace's drowned body is fished from the lake, Mattie discovers that the letters could reveal the 
grim truth behind a murder. 
 

Set in 1906 against the backdrop of the murder that inspired Theodore Dreiser's An American Tragedy, Jennifer 
Donnelly's astonishing debut novel effortlessly weaves romance, history, and a murder mystery into something 
moving, and real, and wholly original. 
 

The Lady and the Unicorn-- Tracy Chevalier  
A tour de force of history and imagination, The Lady and the Unicorn is Tracy Chevalier’s answer to the mystery 
behind one of the art world’s great masterpieces—a set of bewitching medieval tapestries that hangs today in the 
Cluny Museum in Paris. They appear to portray the seduction of a unicorn, but the story behind their making is 
unknown—until now. 
  

Paris, 1490.  A shrewd French nobleman commissions six lavish tapestries celebrating his rising status at Court. He 
hires the charismatic, arrogant, sublimely talented Nicolas des Innocents to design them. Nicolas creates havoc 
among the women in the house—mother and daughter, servant, and lady-in-waiting—before taking his designs 
north to the Brussels workshop where the tapestries are to be woven. There, master weaver Georges de la Chapelle 
risks everything he has to finish the tapestries—his finest, most intricate work—on time for his exacting French 
client. The results change all their lives—lives that have been captured in the tapestries, for those who know where to 
look. 

Where the Crawdads Sing -- Delia Owens **This text contains graphic scenes of violence and 
strong  



language that may not be suitable for all readers** 

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. So in 
late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called 
Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that 
she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be 
touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a 
new life--until the unthinkable happens. 
 

Little Fires Everywhere- Celeste Ng  
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned – from the layout of the winding 
roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this 
spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules. 
 

Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic artist and single mother – who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenaged 
daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four 
Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a 
disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. 
 

When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that 
dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides.  Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena 
is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs.  
 

Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the ferocious pull of 
motherhood – and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert disaster. 
 

The Lords of Discipline -- Pat Conroy  
In this powerful, mesmerizing, and acclaimed bestseller, Pat Conroy sweeps us into the turbulent world of four 
young men—friends, cadets, and blood brothers—and their days of hazing, heartbreak, pride, betrayal, and, 
ultimately, humanity. We go deep into the heart of the novel’s hero, Will McLean, a rebellious outsider with his own 
personal code of honor who is battling into manhood the hard way. Immersed in a poignant love affair with a 
haunting beauty, Will must boldly confront the terrifying injustice of a corrupt institution as he struggles to expose a 
mysterious group known as “The Ten.” 

 

Poet X -- Elizabeth Acevedo 

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into 
curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 

But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather 
notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class 
named Aman, who her family can never know about. 

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her 
thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how 
she could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent 

  

  

American Street -- Ibi Zoboi  
In this stunning debut novel, Pushcart-nominated author Ibi Zoboi draws on her own experience as a young Haitian 
immigrant, infusing this lyrical exploration of America with magical realism and vodou culture. 
On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would finally find une belle vie—a 
good life. 

But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to 
navigate her loud American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new 
school; and a surprising romance, all on her own. 



Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon 
realizes that freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible choice, will she pay the price for 
the American dream? 

 

The Astonishing Color of After -- Emily X.R. Pan  
Leigh Chen Sanders is absolutely certain about one thing: When her mother died by suicide, she turned into a bird. 
 

Leigh, who is half Asian and half white, travels to Taiwan to meet her maternal grandparents for the first time. 
There, she is determined to find her mother, the bird. In her search, she winds up chasing after ghosts, uncovering 
family secrets, and forging a new relationship with her grandparents. And as she grieves, she must try to reconcile 
the fact that on the same day she kissed her best friend and longtime secret crush, Axel, her mother was taking her 
own life. 
 

Alternating between reality and magic, past and present, hope and despair, The Astonishing Color of After is a 
luminous debut novel about finding oneself through family history, art, bravery, and love. 
 

Magic Strings of Frankie Presto -- Mitch Albom 

A Spanish war orphan born in a burning church and raised by a blind guitar teacher, Frankie Presto was gifted with 
extraordinary musical abilities that shape not only his life but the lives of those around him. At nine years old, 
Frankie meets the love of his life, Aurora; that same day, civil war tears apart his home and he is sent to America, 
smuggled in the bottom of a boat with only guitar and six strings imbued with the power to change lives. 

Relying on music to survive, Frankie’s talent weaves him through the musical landscape of the twentieth century, 
from Detroit’s jazz scene and the Grand Ole Opry, to Elvis mania and Woodstock—all the while searching for Aurora. 

As his fame grows, Frankie finds love, friendship, and celebrity. Even so, his gift becomes his burden, driving a 
wedge between him and his beloved Aurora—now his wife. Overwhelmed by life, loss, and the power of his strings, 
Frankie disappears for years, only to reemerge in a spectacular and mysterious farewell. 

 With its Forrest Gump–like journey through the music world, The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto is a classic in 
the making. “Everyone joins a band in this life,” Albom observes, “only some of them play music.” 

The Upside of Unrequited Love -- Becky Abertalli  
Seventeen-year-old Molly Peskin-Suso knows all about unrequited love. No matter how many times her twin sister, 
Cassie, tells her to woman up, Molly can’t stomach the idea of rejection. So she’s careful. Fat girls always have to be 
careful. 

Then a cute new girl enters Cassie’s orbit, and for the first time ever, Molly’s cynical twin is a lovesick mess. 
Meanwhile, Molly's totally not dying of loneliness—except for the part where she is. Luckily, Cassie's new girlfriend 
comes with a cute hipster-boy sidekick. If Molly can win him over, she'll get her first kiss and she'll get her twin back. 

There's only one problem: Molly's coworker, Reid. He's a chubby Tolkien superfan with a season pass to the Ren 
Faire, and there's absolutely no way Molly could fall for him.  

Right? 

The Name of the Wind -- Patrick Rothfuss  
My name is Kvothe. 
  
I have stolen princesses back from sleeping barrow kings. I burned down the town of Trebon. I have spent the 
night with Felurian and left with both my sanity and my life. I was expelled from the University at a younger age 
than most people are allowed in. I tread paths by moonlight that others fear to speak of during day. I have talked 
to Gods, loved women, and written songs that make the minstrels weep. 
  
You may have heard of me. 
  
So begins a tale unequaled in fantasy literature—the story of a hero told in his own voice. It is a tale of sorrow, a tale 
of survival, a tale of one man’s search for meaning in his universe, and how that search, and the indomitable will that 
drove it, gave birth to a legend.   
 



Nonfiction:  
The Wave -- Susan Casey 

In her astonishing new book Susan Casey captures colossal, ship-swallowing waves, and the surfers and scientists 
who seek them out.  
  
For legendary surfer Laird Hamilton, hundred foot waves represent the ultimate challenge. As Susan Casey travels 
the globe, hunting these monsters of the ocean with Hamilton’s crew, she witnesses first-hand the life or death 
stakes, the glory, and the mystery of impossibly mammoth waves. Yet for the scientists who study them, these waves 
represent something truly scary brewing in the planet’s waters. With inexorable verve, The Wave brilliantly portrays 
human beings confronting nature at its most ferocious. 
 

How Not to be Wrong: The Power of Mathematical Thinking 

The math we learn in school can seem like a dull set of rules, laid down by the ancients and not to be questioned. In 
How Not to Be Wrong, Jordan Ellenberg shows us how terribly limiting this view is: Math isn’t confined to abstract 
incidents that never occur in real life, but rather touches everything we do—the whole world is shot through with it. 
 

Math allows us to see the hidden structures underneath the messy and chaotic surface of our world. It’s a science of 
not being wrong, hammered out by centuries of hard work and argument. Armed with the tools of mathematics, we 
can see through to the true meaning of information we take for granted: How early should you get to the airport? 
What does “public opinion” really represent? Why do tall parents have shorter children? Who really won Florida in 
2000? And how likely are you, really, to develop cancer? 

 

How Not to Be Wrong presents the surprising revelations behind all of these questions and many more, using the 
mathematician’s method of analyzing life and exposing the hard-won insights of the academic community to the 
layman—minus the jargon. Ellenberg chases mathematical threads through a vast range of time and space, from the 
everyday to the cosmic, encountering, among other things, baseball, Reaganomics, daring lottery schemes, Voltaire, 
the replicability crisis in psychology, Italian Renaissance painting, artificial languages, the development of non-
Euclidean geometry, the coming obesity apocalypse, Antonin Scalia’s views on crime and punishment, the 
psychology of slime molds, what Facebook can and can’t figure out about you, and the existence of God. 
 

Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War -- Tony Horowitz  
When prize-winning war correspondent Tony Horwitz leaves the battlefields of Bosnia and the Middle East for a 
peaceful corner of the Blue Ridge Mountains, he thinks he's put war zones behind him. But awakened one morning 
by the crackle of musket fire, Horwitz starts filing front-line dispatches again this time from a war close to home, 
and to his own heart. 
 

Propelled by his boyhood passion for the Civil War, Horwitz embarks on a search for places and people still held in 
thrall by America's greatest conflict. The result is an adventure into the soul of the unvanquished South, where the 
ghosts of the Lost Cause are resurrected through ritual and remembrance. 
 

In Virginia, Horwitz joins a band of 'hardcore' reenactors who crash-diet to achieve the hollow-eyed look of starved 
Confederates; in Kentucky, he witnesses Klan rallies and calls for race war sparked by the killing of a white man who 
brandishes a rebel flag; at Andersonville, he finds that the prison's commander, executed as a war criminal, is now 
exalted as a martyr and hero; and in the book's climax, Horwitz takes a marathon trek from Antietam to Gettysburg 
to Appomattox in the company of Robert Lee Hodge, an eccentric pilgrim who dubs their odyssey the 'Civil 
Wargasm.' 
 

Friday Night Lights -- H.G. Bissinger  
Return once again to the timeless account of the Permian Panthers of Odessa—the winningest high-school football 
team in Texas history. Socially and racially divided, Odessa isn't known to be a place big on dreams, but every Friday 
night from September to December, when the Panthers play football, dreams can come true. 
 

With frankness and compassion, H. G. Bissinger unforgettably captures a season in the life of Odessa and shows how 
single-minded devotion to the team shapes the community and inspires—and sometimes shatters—the teenagers 
who wear the Panthers' uniforms. 
 

A Long Way Gone: Memoir of a Boy Soldier -- Ishmael Beah  



This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s. Children have become 
soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is estimated that there are some 300,000 
child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be one of them. 
 

What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does one stop? Child 
soldiers have been profiled by journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there 
has not been a first-person account from someone who came through this hell and survived. 
 

In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the age of twelve, he fled 
attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the 
government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts. 
  

Becoming -- Michelle Obama  
In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic and 
compelling women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of America—the first African American to serve in 
that role—she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history, while also establishing 
herself as a powerful advocate for women and girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing the ways 
that families pursue healthier and more active lives, and standing with her husband as he led America through some 
of its most harrowing moments. Along the way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and 
raised two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare.  
  
In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers into her 
world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her 
years as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her time spent at the world’s most famous 
address. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both public and 
private, telling her full story as she has lived it—in her own words and on her own terms. Warm, wise, and 
revelatory, Becoming is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied 
expectations—and whose story inspires us to do the same. 
 

Educated: A Memoir -- Tara Westover **This text contains graphic scenes of violence and may  
not be suitable for all readers** 

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Her 
family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education 
and no one to intervene when one of Tara's older brothers became violent. When another brother got himself into 
college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and 
across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she'd traveled too far, if 
there was still a way home.  
  

Dear America: Notes from an Undocumented Citizen -- Jose Antonio Vargas   
“This is not a book about the politics of immigration. This book––at its core––is not about immigration at all. This 
book is about homelessness, not in a traditional sense, but in the unsettled, unmoored psychological state that 
undocumented immigrants like myself find ourselves in. This book is about lying and being forced to lie to get by; 
about passing as an American and as a contributing citizen; about families, keeping them together, and having to 
make new ones when you can’t. This book is about constantly hiding from the government and, in the process, 
hiding from ourselves. This book is about what it means to not have a home. 

After 25 years of living illegally in a country that does not consider me one of its own, this book is the closest thing I 
have to freedom.” 

Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood -- Trevor Noah   
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: 
his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was 
punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the 
earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a 
government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical 
white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the 
opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. 
 

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he struggles to find 
himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that young man’s relationship with his 



fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the 
cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life. 
 

The stories collected here are by turns hilarious, dramatic, and deeply affecting. Whether subsisting on caterpillars 
for dinner during hard times, being thrown from a moving car during an attempted kidnapping, or just trying to 
survive the life-and-death pitfalls of dating in high school, Trevor illuminates his curious world with an incisive wit 
and unflinching honesty. His stories weave together to form a moving and searingly funny portrait of a boy making 
his way through a damaged world in a dangerous time, armed only with a keen sense of humor and a mother’s 
unconventional, unconditional love. 
 

To prepare for shared summer reading discussion, please bring in an index card with one of 

the following:  
 

 An interpretive question  
 

 A quote/excerpt you enjoyed or found particularly challenging  
 

 Revealing moment from the text concerning the character you most enjoyed or felt most 

distanced from 
 

 Outside source that connects to the text (a scholarly article, interview with author, 

newspaper review, or contemporary current event that resonates  
 


