
Hastings Alternative School Program Students 
Take to the Outdoors 

HASP students pose for a photo outside on Wednesday.

Hastings Alternative School Program (HASP) students took their first trip of the year Wednesday, venturing to 
Hillside Woods for a scavenger hunt. 

The alternative program, founded about 25 years ago for students in grades nine through 12, provides a 
smaller, structured environment with an emphasis on hands-on learning. With no more than 10 students in the 
program at any time, HASP is a community within a community.

“There’s no real distinction between the program and the traditional school setting,” said Peter Scotch, one of 
the HASP teachers and organizer of the field trip. “So, students have the opportunity to find comfort within the 
HASP community but also to branch out and find friends who are not in the program.” 

Students in the alternative program follow the standard high school curriculum, which leads them to fulfill the 
requirements for graduation by the end of their senior year. What sets the program apart, however, is the 
team spirit its students share.

Their team spirit was on display Wednesday when the HASP students completed a scavenger hunt and team-
building activities in Hillside Woods, a 48-acre tract of protected forest. Wearing masks and practicing social 
distancing, the students worked on a challenge consisting of balancing a bucket on a platform held up by 
ropes. The task required communication and teamwork and had HASP students talking throughout the 



endeavor.

Scotch said HASP students usually take about four trips per year.  

“This year with all of the restrictions, we haven’t been able to go on any trips,” he said. “It’s an essential 
component of the program that we get together outside the classroom and define our community as being 
distinct from the rest of the school.” 

Scotch estimated that more than 500 students have taken part in HASP since its creation.

“We work hand in hand with the administration to ensure we are supporting the students as much as 
possible,” said Scotch. 
 
After their successful team-building exercise on Wednesday, the HASP family gathered for a celebratory 
lunch. For Scotch, even the smallest trips help to develop a bond between him and his students. 

“There’s a very special relationship you can develop with HASP kids that you really couldn’t develop in a 
larger setting,” he said. “There’s a real sense of interaction that can happen.” 

Scotch plans to organize more trips for HASP students while taking the necessary precautions for COVID-19. 
He praised HASP for the unique role the program plays in supporting Hastings High School students.  

“There’s no specific HASP student, it can be anyone who doesn’t feel they have a firm mooring in the 
traditional school setting,” he said. “With HASP, students can find a home and really rise to the occasion.”  





HASP students working on a unique communication building activity.


