
How did 

writing 

develop 

in 

Ancient 

Egypt? 
By Barbara Richman  



ÅThe ancient Egyptians used 

different forms of written 

communication including 

pictographs and 

hieroglyphics,as well as the 

Hieratic, Demotic and Coptic 

ñalphabetsò. 



ÅPictographs are 

drawings normally 

found on the walls of 

temples and tombs. 

They tell a story 

about the gods or an 

event in the life of an 

important person 

Pictograph:  A Picture Worth 1000 Words 



ÅHieroglyphics (from the Greek meaning 

ñsacred writingò) are pictures that were 

used to write the ancient Egyptian 

language.  

ÅHieroglyphics could be written with pen 

and ink on papyrus or painted or carved into 

stone.  

Hieroglyphics 



Hieroglyphics 

Hieroglyphics were used by the 

Ancient Egyptians from about 3100 

B.C.E to about 400 C.E.   

3100 B.C.E. 

Year 1 

400 C.E.  



ÅThe first 

hieroglyphics 

represented the 

image drawn. 

ÅLater, the 

hieroglyphics began 

to represent sounds 

within the language.  

In this way, names 

of pharaohôs could 

be written as a 

cartouche.  

Ramses II 

cartoucheþ 

ÅA cartouche is the name of the 

pharaoh surrounded by a circular 

ñlasso.ò 



Hieroglyphic 

Alphabet 



ÅHieratic  was a cursive/script form of 

writing.  

ÅIt was used mostly to record the literature 

and for scientific and religious documents.  

It was used through 650 BCE. 

 

Later Types of Ancient Egyptian Writing 



ÅDemotic was used from about 650 BCE to 

AD 450.  It was a shorthand version of 

Hieratic script which was used during the 

Late Period for daily purposes.  

Demotic 

Script from 

the Rosetta 

Stone 



ÅEgyptians also had a way of 

representing numbers in their 

hieroglyphics.   

100,000 10,000 1000 100 10 1 

Tadpole       finger     lotus        coil       cattle       stroke 

Plant     of rope    hobble 

How might an Egyptian write the number 231? 



ÅOnly the sons of 
wealthy Egyptians 
could be trained 
as scribes. 

ÅWriting was tough 
work. There were 
over 2000 
hieroglyph signs.  
A scribe might 
have to learn over 
750 of these signs.  

Who in Ancient Egypt knew 

how to write? 



ÅPapyrus grew 

abundantly along the 

Nile River and became 

a symbol for Lower 

Egypt 

 

What is papyrus? 



ÅThe papyrus reed had many 

purposes including being 

used for making paper. The 

oldest known books today 

are in the form of papyrus 

rolls.  

 

ÅThe papyrus had other uses 

as well. It was used for 

mattresses on beds, for 

building chairs, tables, and 

other furniture as well as for 

boats. 



ÅThe triangular papyrus shape was used 

repeatedly in Egyptian images. 

ÅThe triangle represented papyrus as 

well as the lotus flower, a native plant 

of Egypt 



The lotus flower was the symbol of Upper Egypt. 

It can be seen in various hieroglyphics on tomb 

and temple walls and as the tall white crown 

worn by the king of Upper Egypt.  

The Lotus 



These 

hieroglyphs 

were found in 

the tomb of a 

high-ranking 

man.  The text 

lists the titles 

of this high 

official: 

Overseer of the 

Royal Scribes, 

priest of 

Seshat, of 

Heket, of 

Anubis, among 

others.  

 

This is followed by the list of 

offerings: bread, beer, meat, 

fabrics, vases, incense, perfumes, 

and makeup.  These things were all 

that was necessary for a prince to 

maintain his station in the Afterlife. 



Symbols in Egyptian Art 

Thoth carrying a crook 

and an ankh Osiris holding a crook, flail, and 

wearing the double crown 

Draw 

and 

label a 

ankh, 

crook, 

and 

flail.   



Egyptian Symbols 

ÅThe Ankh is a symbol of life 

ÅCrook and Flail are 

shepherdôs tools 

associated with Osiris. 

ÅThey are symbols of 

divine authority (royalty). 

 



Egyptian Symbols 

ÅThe scarab was a 

symbol of creation. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ancientresource.com/images/egyptian/scarabs/scarab_faience288.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ancientresource.com/&h=238&w=424&sz=42&hl=en&start=4&um=1&tbnid=kzFOkMCRDykRGM:&tbnh=71&tbnw=126&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dancient%2Begypt%2Bscarab%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.rom.on.ca/public/images/ROM2004_1039_5.jpg&imgrefurl=http://images.rom.on.ca/public/index.php%3Ffunction%3Dimage%26action%3Dsimpledetail%26image_name%3DROM2004_1039_5&h=618&w=800&sz=100&hl=en&start=14&um=1&tbnid=QunTju8mGy1mbM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dancient%2Begypt%2Bscarab%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.egyptiandreams.co.uk/scarabs/images/egyptian-scarab.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.egyptiandreams.co.uk/scarabs/index.htm&h=221&w=180&sz=29&hl=en&start=77&um=1&tbnid=tdpmcSVQpOJRGM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=87&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dancient%2Begypt%2Bscarab%26start%3D60%26ndsp%3D20%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN


1    Knowledge of 

Hieroglyphics had 

been lost for 

almost 2000 years 

until the Rosetta 

Stone was found 

and translated. 

The Rosetta Stone  

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/writing/rosetta.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/writing/rosetta.html


ÅThe Rosetta Stone was 

found in 1799 in Rosetta 

(Rashid) Egypt by French 

soldiers in Napoleonôs army.  

ÅIt is now displayed in the 

British Museum in London 

ÅIt contained text in Greek, 

Hieroglyphics and Demotic 

and was written by a group 

of priests in 196 BCE to 

honor a Pharaoh.  

The Rosetta Stone 



Reflections 

ÅWhat similarities do you find between 

Egyptian writing and Mesopotamian 

writing? 

ÅDescribe Egyptian painting. 

ÅHow are hieroglyphics different from Cuneiform? 



Egyptian Portrait Project 

Draw an image of yourself in Egyptian 

style. You should be doing something 

you like to do: Music, dance, sports, 

etc.   Write your name in a cartouche in 

hieroglyphics.  



Egyptian Portrait style 

ÅHuman heads are drawn in profile.  

ÅShoulders and torso are drawn with a front 

view.  

ÅFeet and legs are shown in profile.  

ÅEyes and eyebrows are black and prominent.   

ÅPeople are shown unmoving.  

ÅFeet are on a baseline. 

ÅSize does not denote perspective; it denotes 

importance.    

 








